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came to an end. Against the intentions of the
Ministers who sent out the expedition, a virtual
English Protectorate has since been established in
Egypt, thereby securing the alternative route to
India.

Before long, however, new and almost insuper-
able difficulties arose out of what seemed such an
easy conquest. With the help of English officers
Ismail had built up a huge Sudanese empire, con-
taining ten millions of inhabitants and extending
from the Nubian frontier to the great lakes of
Central Africa. As recent converts to Islam, the
Sudanese were animated by a spirit of passionate
religious fanaticism. Content to obey a Moham-
medan ruler at Cairo, they revolted against his
infidel successors. Under the guidance of a
prophet known as the Mahdi, whose career recalls
the legendary exploits of a Moses or a Samuel,
they attacked and surrounded the Egyptian garri-
son, scattered in helpless isolation over a vast
extent of inland territory. An Egyptian army sent
to relieve the garrisons under Hicks Pasha, an
English officer in the service of the Khedive, fell
into an ambuscade and was annihilated, the com-
mander himself being among the slain.

Hitherto the English Government had disclaimed
all responsibility for what Tewfik chose to do or
not to do beyond the southern frontier of Egypt
It was his business to maintain or to withdraw the
garrisons as he pleased. Finally, under pressure
of public opinion, orders were sent from London
for the evacuation of the Sudan. At the suggestion
of an impulsive newspaper editor, the perilous
mission of bringing off the besieged garrisons was